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REMARKS 

This Rep^y is In respoinse to^e Office Ac^on tmalted on July 21, 2005. 
Reconsideration dmel:aBcwanc&^f the claims now pending Is requested. 

Paragraph ^ of the Office Action objected to 19 because of an^lteged 
intbrniajity. Claim 19 has been amended. Applicants submit that the iamendment to 
daim 19 does not alter the ©cope of dajJTi 19 ane i$ not made for purposes of 
patentability but rather tO:impfOVfe syntexv WlttKlrawal of the objection tc) claim 19 is 
requested. 

il. Rejection cafCtedmslaiKi A 

Paragraph 3 of the Office Adion rejected daim 1 and 4 under 35 US.C, 
§ t^^ai) as belfHJ! unpaSentabie over Tanno In view of Wakatsuki. Applicants are 
amemUngidamii 1 to. recite "removing the first media from the print zone before the 
leversins'tb© polaiity of-^e first and second nod^." Applicants submit that neither 
Tanno nor Wtakatecd^l dtedoee removing the first media from the print zone before 
13)6 tevetsiiig the {iK^tyol'the first Consequently, Apr^icants 

^bmit tlttitHOteum 1 te allowable. Wi^rav^l of the iBje^lon of claim 1 is requested. 

Claim 4 de^^nds upon ciiaim 1 and is allowable for at least the sartve reasons 
claim 1 is ailow^le^ W^drawal ofthe rejectfon of claim 1 i& requested. 

III. RtelecHbn of claims 7, 11..i3. 15. 18-21. 2X and 25 

Paraaraph 4 of the Office Action rejected claims?, 9, 11-13, 15, 18-21,23, 
am 25 under 35 UiS.C>:§ 1fl3(a} as being unpatentable over Nismura tniview of 
Wakatsi^l Claim 7 is amended to recite "a polarity aintrol device configured to 
energize the first and second conductors v/Wt) o^osite polarity and to reverise ti^ 
polarily x)f the first and second conductors according to a detected location of a sheet 
of print medium. " Applicants submit that neither Nomura nc» Wie^atsukr discliise 
such a polarj^ control device, indeed, Wakatsuki teach^ a contrary approach of 
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inverting • the. polar^ Of voftage .-- eveiy specific length of time* rather than 
**accoiiaing to; a delec?te<J::tocalion of a sheet of prtot medlun) As such, Applicants 
submit that amencted claim 7 is patentable over Nomura in view of Wakaiteuki. 
V\Athdr^al Of the rejection of d^im 7 is requested. 

Claims 9 depends upon claim 7 and is ailowabte for at least the same rieason^ 
daim 7 i$ aiioWabie. Withdrawal of the rejection of olalrn S \s requested. 

Claim 1 1 is lamended to recilie "drcuRry configured to ohairg? Ihs firet and 
second eiec&:od^ wRh OFH^site poteriiy and to reverse the polarity of tiie first and 
second eteistrcriesB based on media locatkffi^ " Appifp^^ submittiiat Nomura in view 
of Wakatsulsifails to teach or suggest this feature. In fact, and a$ fjotediabove. 
Wakateuld teache&aicontna^ approach of invert'ng *1he polarity of voltage ... every 
spepific length of time'' rather than ""acoording to a deiteoted location of a.sheet of 
print medium.*' Hencei Appttcants submltiJiat claim 1 1 is patentable over Nomura In 
view of WakateukL VWthdrawal of the rejection of cJafm 11 fe requested. , 

Claims 12, 13; 15; and 18 d^nd upon claim 11 and are aliowabie fbr atleast 
the same r^ohe as claim 11 is allowable. Withdrawal of the r^'ections of these 
claims is itienefore requested. 

eiaim 1 9 Is amended to recite ''means for energtzing first and second nodes 
of a capadtive mat with opposite polarity and reversing the pcrfarity of the first and 
second nodes no more than five (&) seconds before loadir© media on the capac^tlve 
mat" Applicants submit that tbi& feature is not disclosed in the cited references. In 
th?s regard^ Applicants direct the Examiner's attention to the Examiner's statement of 
reasons for indication of allowable subject matter for claim 5 (Office Action, page 
9). Withdrawal of the rejection of •claim 19 is requested. 

Claim 20 has been amended to redte language similar to that of claim 19 and 
is therefore allowable et least for reasons similjar to the reasons cl^im 19 is 
allowable. Withdrawal of the rejection of claim 20 requested . 

Claim 21 Is canceiled>^us rendering moot the ruction thereof. 
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Oaims .23 depends upon claim 20 and is allowable for at least the same 
rea^ns dsilim 2P '» al(QW£)fc^e; W(ti)drawa) of this rejection is requested. 

Claim 25 is cancelt^. thus rendering mocrt tfie rejecbbn thereof, 
U. I^^eefiipn of claims ?- 11. and 17 

Paragraph 5 of the OfBce ActicHi r^erted claims 7, 11. and 17 under 55 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as btaing unpatentable over V^^anaiae In view of W^vatsuKi. 

C^tm 7 is am^nqled to radte "a polarity ccntroidevice con^gured to eiterglze 
tKe:first &td second conductors with Q|:|}03ttepolaTlty and to (averse ti^. polarity of 
the first and siscond cdrodiii^ars according to a detected tocation of a sheet of print 
mfedium ." Applii^nts submit that neither V\feitanabe noa* \A&katsuld disclc^e^ md* a 
polarity coniroi d6\^. indeed. W^katsukl teaches a ocmtxaty approadn of iny«tNig 

polartty of vtrftag^ . . . every specific length of time" raflier than "according to a 
detected location of a sheet of prtnl medium." As such, ^^icants submit that 
amended claim 7 is patentatite over Watanabe in view of Wakatsute. Withdrawal of 
the reMon of datm 7 is rec^ested, 

Q&tm 11 is amende) to redte "dnsuNiyccnfii^red to charge tfid "Srst and 
second eiectrpides vi^ opposita pdiarity and to reverse the polarity of tiie first and 
second elecbxades based on media location ." Applicants submit that V\i^nabe in 
vlew^f Wtekatsulti'^il&tp teach or suggest this feature, in fact, and as noted atmve, 
VSfeikatsi^i teaclies a cpntpary approach of inverting "the polarity of voltiag^ ... every 
specr^oleftgth of tmi^ mth^^an 'SHScording to a deiec^d location of'a sheet of 
print medium." Hence, Aii^jtcs^ts submit that claim 11 is pat^able over Wiatanabe 
In vlj^ of Waj^tsOkl. Witbdrav»$il «f the re»iection of daim 1 1 1s requdM. 

Claim 17 d^^rids .iy3on.claim t1 and Is allowable for at li^st s^e ^mt^ 
reasohS'Ss c^dlm 11. WlUtdrawal of ttte rejection of dialm 11 Isretjuested. 
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Paragraph 6 of the Office Action rejected claim 14 mder 35 U^SvC. § 103(3) 
as being unpatentable over Nbrnura in view of Wakatsuki and further in view of 
Tanno- Cliaim 14 depends upon claim tl and is aitawabte ffif at leasf Ihe^same 
nsasons daim 1 1 Ss..iMlpwab]e. 

VI. Ailcwable Subfed Matter 

Claim 26 is allowed. Glaims 2, 3. 5. 6, 8, 1 0, 16, 22. and 24 were obieptecf to 
as being dependent upon a n^^ted base claim. Ciaim^ 2, 3, and:5 depend upon 
allowable daini 1. C^lnn e hiaidbemrevmttenihi^ 6iaims8and 10 

depend: upon ailowab^rdairin X Claim 16 depends on allowable^^ clam 11. Claim 22 
has^ been rewnttenin independent form. 01aim.24 depends indirectly upon allovirabiid 
cisitm 2P:. Accordingly. Applicants submif tha^he claim objeciiQns are overcome and 
Inquest wlthdrawalof the <^aum c^jeoSG^, 

VIL ^taterhent of Rie^ons 

RaragraphiSiof fhei Office Action is^"a statement of reasons fbr the indication 
of alknttabie $^b^ct matter.'' In response, Applicants agree with the Examinaf's 
conclusions regarding patenAabaify, wtthout necessarily agreeing wth or acquiescmg 
irt the Examiner^ feaspning. In particular. Appliciants believe that the^plication is 
aikwable because the prior art fdM to teadi, an^cipaie, or render obvious the 
tnvien^on :2^ ctaimed^ ind^ndent of how the claimed inventi^:^ is panaphrased. 

Applicant:beiiev/as that the present application is now in condition for 
ailbwance. Favorable reconstderatioh of the applicatioh as amerided is ftespeptfiuKy 
requested. 

The E)«3am(ner inyited to contact Ihe undersigned by teiephpne if it is felt that 
a . telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present appficatiim. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge, any additional fees which 
maiy bet ri^uired regarding, thfe application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 ,16-1;17, or credfl: 
gr)y overpayment, to Deposit Account No- 08-2025. Should no proper payment be 
endosed herewitti» as by a check beir^ in the wrong amount* unsigned, po$t-4lated, 
ottierwfse impHrppar or informal or even entirely miseingi the Commisstoner is 
aathorized tb charge ttie unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 08^2025. If any 
axterision^ of tinie .ffl'e needed: for timely acceptance of papers submitted herewith, 
Applicant hereby petittons.forsuph extension uncer 37 CP:R. §1 .136 and authorizes 
fMiyraent of arv stich exfensiions fees to Deposit Account No^ 



Respectfully submitted:. 



Data^ 




Hewtett-Padrafd Ctimpany Robert D, Wasson 

P;0. Box 272400 M/S 36 Registration Nd. 40,218 

FOrt Collins CO 80527-2400 Tefephone: 2^212-2338 
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